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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 7-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927) in view of Hatakenaka et al. (US 6,563,542). 
[claim 7] 

Regarding claim 7, Parulski discloses a digital camera (Figure 1) which records 
an image of each frame captured by an imaging device (Figure 1, Item 20) and 
information of number of prints to be produced from each frame in a recording medium 
(Figure 1, Item 36; c. 3, II. 25-44), the information being referred to when the image is 
printed (e.g. c. 3, II. 60-64). While Parulski discloses selecting images and setting a 
number of prints for the selected images (e.g. Figure 2; c. 3, II. 25-44), Parulski does not 
explicitly disclose an all-frame print number setting device as claimed. 

Hatakenaka discloses a digital camera (Figures 1-3) which allows a user to 
command printing of images, and further discloses a print option which commands 
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printing of all images stored in the camera's recording medium (Figures 4A and 4B; c. 6, 
I. 63 - c. 7, 1. 8). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to include an option in the camera of Parulski to 
command printing of all stored images as described by Hatakenaka to specify all stored 
images to be printed without having to individually select each stored image. The 
examiner notes that following the teachings of Parulski, it would be obvious to set a 
number of prints in a print order file (e.g. Appendix I) instead of attempting to directly 
print the images when implementing an all-frame print setting device in the camera of 
Parulski. 
[claim 8] 

Regarding claim 8, Parulski discloses allowing a user to set a desired quantity of 
images to be printed (c. 3, II. 45-50) and further shows an example utilization file in 
which the quantity is one (Appendix II). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to set the number of prints to 
one as claimed, 
[claim 9] 

Regarding claim 9, Parulski in view of Hatakenaka discloses an each-frame print 
number setting device that sets the number of prints for each frame image recorded in 
the recording medium (Parulski; Figure 2), and an all-frame print setting device (see 
claim 7 above). The examiner notes that the system of Parulski and Hatakenaka does 
not disclose determining a previous number of prints which may have been set prior to 
setting a quantity of images to be printed (e.g. Parulski; Figure 2). Therefore, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to set a number of prints to one regardless of a previous number of prints set by the 
each-frame print setting device if the user uses the all-frame print setting device to 
specify a quantity of one for all frames, 
[claim 10] 

Regarding claim 10, Parulski in view of Hatakenaka discloses an each-frame 
print number setting device that sets the number of prints for each frame image 
recorded in the recording medium (Parulski; Figure 2), and an all-frame print setting 
device (see claim 7 above). The examiner notes that claim 10 as written does not 
require the recording medium to have any image stored for which there is a non-zero 
print quantity. Therefore, in the case of a plurality of images which have not been 
designated for printing stored in the camera of Parulski in view of Hatakenaka, the 
camera of Parulski in view of Hatakenaka would inherently set a number of prints to a 
set quantity (e.g. one; see claim 8) only for frames whose number of prints have been 
zero since only prints with a print quantity of zero exist at that time, 
[claim 11] 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Parulski in view of Hatakenaka discloses an each-frame 
print number setting device that sets the number of prints for each frame image 
recorded in the recording medium (Parulski; Figure 2), and an all-frame print setting 
device (see claim 7 above). However, Parulski in view of Hatakenaka discloses a 
system in which a set quantity for printing can be set by an all-frame printing device. 
The examiner notes that no conditions are placed on the number of prints which might 
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pre-exist in claim 1 1 , and notes that the system of Parulski in view of Hatakenaka 
inherently increases the number of prints for each frame in certain cases (e.g. in the 
case where all frames are pre-designated to a print quantity of one and the user sets a 
print quantity for all frames to two). Therefore, claim 1 1 , as broadly as claimed is met 
by the system of Parulski in view of Hatakenaka. 
[claim 12] 

Regarding claim 12, Parulski in view of Hatakenaka discloses a system in which 
frames of all images are designated for printing. Therefore, as broadly as claimed, 
since the system of Parulski in view of Hatakenaka sets a print quantity of all images, it 
would inherently set a print quantity of an image which has not yet been designated for 
printing. The examiner further notes that Parulski "searches" for all image files as 
claimed as a result of displaying the images in the selection process (Figure 2; c. 3, II. 
25-44; i.e. an image file must be "found" in order to be displayed on the LCD display), 
[claim 13] 

Regarding claim 13, Parulski discloses storing information regarding the number 
of prints to be printed in the recording medium as claimed (c. 3, II. 25-44). 

4. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Parulski 
et al. (US 6,573,927) in view of Anderson (US 6,249,316). 
[claim 14] 

Regarding claim 14, Parulski discloses a digital camera (Figure 1) which records 
an image of each frame captured by an imaging device (Figure 1 , Item 20) and 
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information of number of prints to be produced from each frame in a recording medium 
(Figure 1, Item 36; c. 3, II. 25-44), the information being referred to when the image is 
printed (e.g. c. 3, II. 60-64), the digital camera comprising: a display device that displays 
images recorded in the recording medium (Figure 1, Item 24; c. 3, II. 25-31); a frame 
selecting device through which frames to be designated for printing a selected on the 
display (Figure 2, "SELECT IMAGES"; c. 3, II. 25-44) and a selected-frame print number 
setting device that collectively sets the numbers of prints for the images of the frames 
having been selected through the frame selecting device (Figure 2, "QUANTITY"; c. 3, 
II. 60-62). However, Parulski does not explicitly disclose displaying images of multiple 
frames in a multiple-frame picture collectively as claimed. 

Anderson discloses a digital camera in which a group of images are displayed 
simultaneously (e.g. Figure 4) and allows a user to select multiple images in the group 
(Figures 7-11). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to display multiple images simultaneously in the 
camera of Parulski to allow for rapid selecting of images without having to scroll through 
each image individually. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



i. 



Makishima et al. 



US 6,686,964 



ii. 



Nakajima et al. 



US 6,618,168 
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in. 



Ohtsuka 



US 6,198,526 



IV. 



Tamura et al. 



US 6,771,896 



v. 



Tomat et al. 



US 6,784,925 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J. Henn whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7310. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 11-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TJH 
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